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APPEALS INTERNSHIPS  

Appellate Assistant District Attorneys (ADAs) work to ensure the integrity of criminal convictions in 
Suffolk County. As the busiest appellate team in the state, we litigate appeals before the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court and the Supreme Judicial Court; challenge judicial error and seek to develop and clarify 
case law by taking more affirmative appeals than any other appellate unit in the state; handle complex 
or cutting-edge pretrial and post-conviction motions in the trial courts; and help to draft legislation. We 
also work with trial ADAs at motion hearings and at trial to address any questions of law, procedure, and 
precedent that may arise.  

The Appeals Division invites applications from students interested in serving the interests of justice 
through written and oral advocacy. Each intern typically begins the internship by taking responsibility for 
researching and drafting the Office’s response to a defendant’s appellate brief in the Appeals Court. 
Students may also assist on appeals before the Single Justice of the SJC and work with trial ADAs on 
motions. Students often are rewarded with the opportunity to argue a case in the Appeals Court.  

QUALIFICATIONS  

All candidates must be students at an accredited law school. Candidates should demonstrate: (1) 
outstanding writing and research ability, as demonstrated by a strong writing sample and attention to 
detail; (2) ability to work as part of a team, effectively time manage, and carry a significant caseload; and 
(3) a commitment to public interest law. Appeals Division interns do not need to be 3:03 certified, 
though we do encourage interns to obtain 3:03 certification.  

Students interested Appeals internships are required to give the office a minimum of 12 hours per week 
during the semester. All appellate internship positions are unpaid; however, many interns work for 
academic credit or obtain outside fellowship support, and we will assist students with any paperwork 
should either opportunity present itself.  

DEADLINES  

To apply for the Appeals Internship Program, students must apply by the deadline below:  

Fall 2019 Semester – Friday August 30, 2019  

For your application submittal to be considered complete, you must upload the following FOUR 
documents in ONE PDF file:  

1. Completed 2019 Internship Program Application  



2. Resume  
3. Cover Letter  
4. Writing Sample (Must be student’s own work, be less than 25 pages, and demonstrate student’s 

capacity for legal research and advocacy)  

 


